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ANZAC YOUTH PARADE AND SERVICE - CITY OF COCKBURN 
Statement 

HON SHEILA MILLS (South Metropolitan) [9.51 pm]:  I had great pleasure this morning attending the City 
of Cockburn Anzac youth parade and service, attended by approximately 500 schoolchildren from all the 
primary schools in the City of Cockburn, as well as by veterans and parents.  The students marched from the 
City of Cockburn offices to the monument in Hamilton Street, accompanied by a police escort.  It was a very 
fine sight with all of them waving the Australian flag.  I congratulate the Cockburn branch of the Returned and 
Services League of Australia, particularly the RSL parade commander, Mr Arthur Stanton, for organising such a 
terrific event, which involved many young people.  I could not think of a better way of passing on the traditions 
and experiences of those who have gone before than involving young people.  It was very gratifying to see all the 
schools that had taken time out to be involved, and particularly all the students who took part.   

Getting young people involved in society and the community is a strong commitment of the state government.  
Under the Office for Children and Youth, the government involves young people so that we can discover issues 
that young people believe are important.  In the past couple of years the government has also greatly expanded 
the cadets program, which aims to get young people involved in the community and which now includes police, 
emergency services, Red Cross cadets and the Army and Navy cadets.  The government has also introduced a 
program in which schools can “adopt” a war memorial.  This has given students an opportunity to conduct 
projects researching the lives of their adopted memorials.  This is a great opportunity to put a face and a story to 
those names and it helps young people realise that the men and women who fought and died for this country 
were real and not too different from them.  When I looked around today and saw the respect evident in the faces 
and actions of the students and the strong interest in the tradition that has gone before, I feel confident that the 
Anzac spirit will remain strong. 
 


